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18th Indian Infantry Brigade (1) 
 
Headquarters, 18th Indian Infantry Brigade & Signal Section 
 
2nd/5th Bn. The Essex Regiment 
4th Bn. 11th Sikh Regiment 
2nd Bn. 3rd Queen Alexandra’s Own Gurkha Rifles 
 
121st Field Regiment, Royal Artillery 
 
66th Field Company, Queen Victoria’s Own Madras Sappers and Miners 
 
18th Indian Infantry Brigade Troops Transport Company, R.I.A.S.C. 
 
32nd Field Ambulance, Indian Medical Service 
 
18th Indian Infantry Brigade Ordnance Company, Indian Army Ordnance Corps 
 
43rd Indian Field Post Office, Indian General Service Corps 
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NOTES: 
 
1. This formation was formed in October 1940 as part of the 8th Indian Infantry Division.  

Brigadier (Acting) Rupert Gordon LOCHNER, M.C., commanded this brigade throughout its 
existence.  It travelled with the division to Basra in Iraq, but in August 1941, it was detached 
for independent duty at Abadan, in Persia (Iran), where the British had significant interests in 
the oil refineries located there.  In June 1942, the brigade was ordered to Egypt, to come under 
command of the 10th Indian Infantry Division.  This is the Order of Battle for the period of June 
until August 1942.  The brigade arrived at El Alamein on 28 June, but was sent immediately to 
Deir-es-Shein, four miles north-west of the Ruweisat Ridge.  On 1 July, the brigade was 
overwhelmed, without having the time to prepare any major defensive positions.  The 
remnants of the brigade were placed under command of the 5th Indian Division, but it was not 
reformed, and disbanded in August 1942. 

2. At Amiriya, the roll call of the brigade gave the following returns: 
Headquarters, 18th Indian Infantry Brigade & Signal Section   – 1 Offr, 30 O.Rs. 
2nd/5th Bn. The Essex Regiment       – 12 O.Rs. 
4th Bn. 11th Sikh Regiment       – 3 Offrs, 370 O.Rs. 
2nd Bn. 3rd Queen Alexandra’s Own Gurkha Rifles   – 12 Offrs, 580 O.Rs. 
121st Field Regiment, Royal Artillery      – Only a few 
66th Field Company, Queen Victoria’s Own Madras Sappers & Miners  – Complete 
18th Indian Infantry Brigade Troops Transport Company, R.I.A.S.C.  – Complete 
32nd Field Ambulance, Indian Medical Service     – One section missing 
18th Indian Infantry Brigade Ordnance Company, I.O.A.C.   – Most escaped 
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