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50th (Northumbrian) Infantry Division (1) 

 
Headquarters, 50th (Northumbrian) Infantry Division 
 
150th Infantry Brigade (2) 
 
Headquarters, 150th Infantry Brigade & Signal Section 
 
4th Bn. The East Yorkshire Regiment (The Duke of York’s Own) 
4th Bn. The Green Howards (Alexandra, Princess of Wales’s Own Yorkshire Regiment) 
5th Bn. The Green Howards (Alexandra, Princess of Wales’s Own Yorkshire Regiment) 
 
151st Infantry Brigade (3) 
 
Headquarters, 151st Infantry Brigade & Signal Section 
 
6th Bn. The Durham Light Infantry 
8th Bn. The Durham Light Infantry 
9th Bn. The Durham Light Infantry 
 
Divisional Troops 
 
4th Bn. The Royal Northumberland Fusiliers (4) 
 
Headquarters, 50th (Northumbrian) Infantry Divisional Royal Artillery 
72nd (Northumbrian) Field Regiment, Royal Artillery (5) 

(H.Q., 285th (1st Northumbrian) & 286th (2nd Northumbrian) Field Batteries, Royal Artillery) 
74th (Northumbrian) Field Regiment, Royal Artillery (6) 

(H.Q., 293rd (1st Durham) & 296th (4th Durham) Field Batteries, Royal Artillery) 
 
Headquarters, 50th (Northumbrian) Infantry Divisional Royal Engineers 
232nd (Northumbrian) Field Company, Royal Engineers (7) 

505th Field Company, Royal Engineers (7) 

235th (Northumbrian) Field Park Company, Royal Engineers (7) 
 
50th (Northumbrian) Divisional Signals, Royal Corps of Signals (8) 
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NOTES: 
 
1. This was a First Line Territorial division, with its headquarters based at Darlington, County 

Durham.  It was organised as a motor division.  When the division formed a second line 
formation in 1939, it created a mirror image duplicate division, the 23rd Infantry Division.  The 
50th Infantry Division remained in the U.K. until 19 January 1940, when it left for France.  
Whilst in France, it was reorganised as a standard establishment infantry division.  Following 
evacuation from Dunkirk, the division reformed in the United Kingdom.  The division was the 
first British infantry division to be sent overseas after the fall of France, serving on Cyprus, Iraq, 
Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, Sicily and Normandy. 

2. A first line Territorial Army brigade with its headquarters based in Malton.  The 4th Bn. East 
Yorkshire Regiment was based at Hull, with the 4th Bn. The Green Howards based in 
Guisborough, and the 5th Bn. The Green Howards based in Scarborough.  The brigade served 
with the division until its capture in the Western Desert on 1 June 1942 during the battle of 
The Cauldron. 

3. A first line Territorial Army brigade with its headquarters located in Durham, comprising three 
T.A. battalions of the Durham Light Infantry.  The 6th Bn. was based at Bishop Auckland, the 8th 
Bn. at Durham, and the 9th Bn. at Gateshead.  The brigade served with the division throughout 
the war. 

4. A first line T.A. battalion that was based at Newburn.  It was equipped for its reconnaissance 
role as the divisional motor cycle battalion.  The battalion left the division on 23 June 1940.  
The battalion later served as the headquarters defence battalion of the 21st Army Group in 
North West Europe. 

5. A first line Territorial Army regiment originally formed in 1916, with all three batteries based in 
Newcastle.  It served with the division until it was captured together with the 150th Brigade on 
1 June 1942. 

6. A first line Territorial Army regiment originally formed in 1916, with the H.Q. and 296th 
Batteries based at South Shields, and the 293rd Battery based at Hebburn on Tyne.  It served 
with the division until it was redesignated a reserve division in November 1944. 

7. All three Royal Engineer companies were T.A. companies: the 232nd (a first line T.A. unit) and 
the 505th (a second line unit) were based in Newcastle-on-Tyne, with the 235th Company being 
located at Gateshead.  The 232nd Field Company was later captured with the 150th Brigade in 
the Western Desert, but the other two units served with the division until November 1944. 

8. The divisional signals were based at Darlington, County Durham. 
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