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42" (East Lancashire) Infantry Division q

Headquarters, 42" (East Lancashire) Infantry Division & Employment Platoon

125" Infantry Brigade (2)

Headquarters, 125" Infantry Brigade & Signal Section

1°'/5" Bn. The Lancashire Fusiliers

1°'/6™ Bn. The Lancashire Fusiliers

1% Bn. The Border Regiment (3)

125" Infantry Brigade Anti-Tank Company

126™ Infantry Brigade ()

Headquarters, 126" Infantry Brigade & Signal Section

5™ Bn. The King’s Own Royal Regiment (Lancaster)
1°' Bn. The East Lancashire Regiment (5)

5™ (Cumberland) Bn. The Border Regiment

126™ Infantry Brigade Anti-Tank Company

127" Infantry Brigade (6)

Headquarters, 127" Infantry Brigade & Signal Section

4™ Bn. The East Lancashire Regiment

5™ Bn. The Manchester Regiment

1% Bn. The Highland Light Infantry (City of Glasgow Regiment) (7)
127" Infantry Brigade Anti-Tank Company

Divisional Troops

Headquarters, 42" (East Lancashire) Infantry Divisional Royal Artillery
51°" (Westmorland and Cumberland) Field Regiment, Royal Artillery) (s)
52" (Manchester) Field Regiment, Royal Artillery

53" (Bolton) Field Regiment, Royal Artillery

56" (King’s Own) Anti-Tank Regiment, Royal Artillery
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Headquarters, 42 (East Lancashire) Infantry Divisional Royal Engineers
200" (East Lancashire) Field Company, Royal Engineers

201° (East Lancashire) Field Company, Royal Engineers

250" (East Anglia) Field Company, Royal Engineers (9)

203" (East Lancashire) Field Park Company, Royal Engineers

42 (East Lancashire) Divisional Signals, Royal Corps of Signals

Headquarters, 42 (East Lancashire) Infantry Divisional Royal Army Service Corps
42" (East Lancashire) Infantry Divisional Ammunition Company,

Royal Army Service Corps
42 (East Lancashire) Infantry Divisional Petrol Company, Royal Army Service Corps
42 (East Lancashire) Infantry Divisional Supply Column, Royal Army Service Corps

Headquarters, 42" (East Lancashire) Infantry Divisional Royal Army Medical Corps
125 (East Lancashire) Field Ambulance, Royal Army Medical Corps

126" (East Lancashire) Field Ambulance, Royal Army Medical Corps

127 (East Lancashire) Field Ambulance, Royal Army Medical Corps

20" Field Hygiene Section, Royal Army Medical Corps

10" Mobile Bath Unit, Royal Army Ordnance Corps (11)

42 (East Lancashire) Infantry Divisional Field Cash Office, Royal Army Pay Corps
42 (East Lancashire) Infantry Divisional Field Post Office, Royal Engineers

42 (East Lancashire) Infantry Divisional Provost Company, Corps of Military Police

Attached from G.H.Q. Troops

7" Bn. The Cheshire Regiment (10)
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NOTES:

1. This division was a pre-war first line Territorial Army division, with its headquarters based in
Manchester. The division arrived in France on 12 April 1940 and came under the command of
[l Corps on 29 April 1940. At this time, Major General William George HOLMES, D.S.0.*,
commanded the division. It transferred to | Corps on 19 May 1940 as the division moved into
the front line on the River Escaut. The 127" Infantry Brigade was detached to join ‘Mac Force,
leaving the division with two brigades. The division was evacuated from Dunkirk on 31 May
1940. The division was re-equipped in the United Kingdom, initially under Northern
Command. On 4 July 1940, it came under the command of X Corps and then on 9 September
1940, IV Corps. For nearly twelve months from 5 November 1940 to 22 October 1941, the
division was under the command of XI Corps. On 23 October 1941, the division transferred to
Northern Command and on 1 November 1941 was reorganised and redesignated as the 42™
Armoured Division. The division remained in existence for just short of two years as an
armoured formation before being disbanded on 17 October 1943.

2. A first line Territorial Army brigade, Brigadier (Temporary) George, William SUTTON, C.B.E.,
D.S.0., T.D. (a Territorial Army officer) commanded this brigade during the campaign in France.
When the division reorganised on 1 November 1943, this brigade was converted to the 10t
Armoured Brigade. The 1°*/5" Bn. The Lancashire Fusiliers was converted to become the 108"
Regiment, Royal Armoured Corps; the 1°'/6™ Bn. The Lancashire Fusiliers became the 109"
Regiment, Royal Armoured Corps; and the 9™ Bn. The Lancashire Fusiliers became the 143"
Regiment, Royal Armoured Corps.

3. This battalion joined the brigade on 4 May 1940 when the division was in France. It
transferred from 4™ Infantry Brigade, 2" Division, replacing the 1°'/8™ Bn. The Lancashire
Fusiliers. That battalion had transferred to 4™ Infantry Brigade as part of a policy to integrate
Regular Army units in Territorial Army formations. The 1°' Bn. The Border Regiment left the
brigade on 1 December 1940, transferring to the 31° Infantry Brigade. Later, it became an
Airlanding Battalion in the 1*" Airlanding Brigade. It was replaced on the same date by the
newly formed:
9™ Bn. The Lancashire Fusiliers

4. Another first line Territorial Army formation, Brigadier (Temporary) George DARWELL, M.C.,
Reserve of Officers, commanded this brigade until 13 January 1940, when a Regular Army
officer, Brigadier E. G. MILES assumed command. He remained in command until 20
September 1940.

5. This Regular Army infantry battalion joined the brigade on 10 November 1939 transferring
from Holywood in the Northern Ireland District. It replaced the 4™ Bn. The Border Regiment
that had transferred to the 25" Infantry Brigade.

6. A first line Territorial Army brigade, this formation was part of the division on mobilization in
September 1939. At the outbreak of the Second World War, Brigadier V. T. R. FORD
commanded the brigade. On 24 November 1939, Brigadier K. J. MARTIN assumed command,
but an Indian Army officer, Brigadier J. G. SMYTH, V.C., took command on 5 February 1940 as
the division prepared for deployment to France. He remained in command throughout the
campaign. When the division moved up the River Escaut, this brigade was detached to join
‘Mac Force’ in order to defend the Arras area.

7. This Regular Army battalion joined the brigade on 20 May 1940 from Fort George, near
Inverness, replacing the gt (Ardwick) Bn. The Manchester Regiment, which was posted
overseas to Malta, arriving there on 20 May 1940 to come under the command of the Malta

Infantry Brigade.
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8. This regiment did not go to France with the division, but left in April 1940, for potential
deployment to Norway as part of the Norwegian Expeditionary Force. This left the division
with just two field regiments whilst serving in France. The regiment later joined the 46"
Infantry Division.

9. This unit joined the division on 14 May 1940 from 541" Infantry Division. It replaced the: 202
(East Lancashire) Field Company, Royal Engineers which transferred to 52" Division.

10. This Territorial Army battalion was attached to the division from GHQ Troops in its role as a
machine gun battalion.

11. On the outbreak of the Second World War, when the division mobilized, the three companies
of the Royal Army Service Corps allocated to the division formed an Ammunition Company,
Petrol Company and Supply Company. In this division, the 501° Company, R.A.S.C. formed the
Ammunition Company, the 502" Company, R.A.S.C. formed the Petrol Company and the 503"
Company formed the Supply Column. The fourth R.A.S.C. company was not added to the
divisional establishment until June 1942, when the organisation was changed to three infantry
brigade companies, and one divisional troops company.

12. In 1940, each infantry division was allocated one Mobile Bath Unit from the Royal Army
Ordnance Corps, but the field park and workshop units were Corps Troops.

SOURCES:

Orders of Battle

BELLIS Malcolm A. Divisions of the British Army 1939 — 1945 (Published BELLIS 2" Edition, 2000)
[ISBN 0-9529693-1-9]

BELLIS Malcolm A. Commonwealth Divisions 1939 — 1945 (England, BELLIS, 1999)
[ISBN 0-9529693-0-0]

BELLIS, Malcolm A. Brigades of the British Army 1939 — 45 (England, BELLIS, 1986)
[ISBN 09512126 1 3]

BEVIS, Mark British and Commonwealth Armies 1939-43 (U.K. Helion and Company, 2001)
[ISBN 1 874622 80 9]

BEVIS, Mark British and Commonwealth Armies 1944-45 (U.K., Helion and Company, 2001)
[ISBN 1 874622 90 6]

BEVIS, Mark British and Commonwealth Armies 1939-45 Supplement Volume 1 (U.K., Helion and
Company, 2005) [ISBN 1 874622 18 3]

BEVIS, Mark British and Commonwealth Armies 1939-45 Supplement Volume 2 (U.K., Helion and
Company, 2005) [ISBN 1 874622 38 8]

JOSLEN Lieut-Col H. F. (Ed.) Orders of Battle Second World War 1939-1945 (London: H.M.S.0., 1960)
(Reprinted London: The London Stamp Exchange Ltd, 1990) [ISBN 0 948130 03 2]

KEMPTON Chris ‘Loyalty and Honour’ — The Indian Army September 1939 — August 1947 Part |

Divisions Part Il Brigades Part Il (Milton Keynes: Military Press, 2003)
[ISBN 0-85420-228-5]

Official Histories

CREW, F.A. The Army Medical Services Campaigns Volume 1 (Uckfield, reprint by The Naval &
Military Press Ltd., n.d.) [ISBN 978-1-78331-070-8]
ELLIS, Major L. F. The War in France and Flanders — History of the Second World War United

Kingdom Military Series (1St Ed. London, H.M.S.0. — Reprinted by The Naval and
Military Press Ltd., 2002)

Owww.BritishMilitaryHistory.co.uk




(R EVWIokESE (42 INFANTRY DIVISION (1940)]

Divisional Histories

DELAFORCE, Patrick

MCcNEISH, Robin

SCARFE, Norman

WILLIAMSON, Hugh

ARIS, George, ed. DURTHILL, C. S.
U/K

BAKER, A. H. R. and RUST, B.

CONVERSE Allan

DELAFORCE, Patrick
DAVID, Saul
DELAFORCE, Patrick
LINKLATER, Eric

Campaign Related Books

BLAXLAND, Gregory

BOND, Prof B & TAYLOR, M (ed.)
COOKSEY, John

COOKSEY, John
DAVIES-SCOURFIELD, Gris
FLEMING, Peter

GREHAN and MACE (Compiled by)
HAY, lan

HORNE Alistair

IRWIN, Anthony and others

JAY, John

LANE, Richard

LINKLATER, Eric

LYNCH, Tim

MCcENTEE-TAYLOR, Carole

Monty’s Iron Sides — From the Normandy Beaches to Bremen with the 3" Division
(London, Chancellor Press, 1999) — Reprinted, 2001) [ISBN 0 75370 263 0]

Iron Division — The History of the 3 Division 1809 — 2000 (Bulford, Headquarters 3
(UK) Division, Third Edition 2000) [ISBN 0 7110 2820 6]

Assault Division — A History of the 3" Division from the Invasion of Normandy to the
Surrender of Germany (London, Collins, 1947 — Reprinted Spellmount Ltd, 2004)
[ISBN 1-86227-256-5]

The Fourth Division 1939 to 1945 (London, Newman Neame, 1951)

The Fifth British Division 1939 to 1945 (London, The Fifth Division Benevolent Fund,
1959).

The Story of 46 Division 1939 — 1945 (Austria, University Book Press, n.d. circa
1946)

A Short History of the 50" Northumbrian Division (Berwick-on-Tweed, The
Tweeddale Press Ltd., 1966)

Armies of Empire The 9" Australian and 50" British Divisions in battle 1939 — 1945
(Port Melbourne (Australia) Cambridge University Press, 2011)

[ISBN 978-0-521-19480-8]

Monty’s Northern Legions — 50" Northumbrian and 15" Scottish Divisions at War
1939-1945 (Stroud, Sutton Publishing, 2004) [ISBN 0-7509-3556-1]

Churchill’s Sacrifice of the Highland Division (London, Brassey’s, 1994)

[ISBN 1-85753-039-X Hardcover]

Monty’s Highlanders (Brighton, Tom DONOVAN Publishing Ltd, 1997)

[ISBN 0-75370-352-1]

The Highland Division (The Army at War series) (London, H.M.S.0., 1942)

Destination Dunkirk — The Story of Gort’s Army Barnsley, Pen & Sword Military,
2018) [ISBN 978 1 52673 523 2]

The Battle for France and Flanders Sixty Years On. (Barnsley, Leo Cooper, 2001)
[ISBN 0 85052 811 9]

Calais — A Fight to the Finish — May 1940 (Barnsley, Leo Cooper, 2001)

[ISBN 0 85052 647 7]

Channel Ports Boulogne 20 Guards Brigade’s Fighting Defence — May 1940
(Barnsley, Leo Cooper, 2002) [ISBN 0 85052 814 3]

In Presence of My Foes — A memoir of Calais, Colditz, and wartime escape
adventures (Barnsley, Pen & Sword Military, 1991, 2004) [ISBN 1 84415 197 2]
Invasion 1940 — An Account of the German preparations and the British counter-
measures (London, Rupert Hart-Davies, 1957)

Despatches from the Front, The BEF in France 1939 — 1940 Manning the Front
through to the Dunkirk Evacuation (Barnsley, Pen & Sword Military, 2014)

[ISBN 978 1 78346 211 7]

The Battle of Flanders (London, H.M.S.0., 1941)

To Lose a Battle (London, MacMillan, 1969)

Youth at War — Comprising Fighter Pilot, Sub-Lieutenant & Infantry Officer
(London, B. T. Batsford Ltd., 1944)

Facing Fearful Odds — My Father’s Story of Captivity Escape & Resistance 1940 —
1945 (Barnsley, Pen & Sword Military, 2014) [ISBN 978-1-47382-734-9]

Last Stand at Le Paradis — The Events Leading to the SS Massacre of the Norfolks
1940 (Barnsley, Pen & Sword Military, 2009) [ISBN 978 1 84415 847 8]

The Defence of Calais (London, H.M.S.0., 1941)

Dunkirk 1940 ‘Whereabouts Unknown’ How Untrained Troops of the Labour
Divisions were Sacrificed to Save an Army (Stroud, Spellmount, 2010)

[ISBN 978 0 7524 5490 0]

Surviving the Nazi Onslaught — the Defence of Calais to the Death March to
Freedom (U.K., Pen & Sword Military, 2014) [ISBN 978 1 78383 106 7]

Owww.BritishMilitaryHistory.co.uk




(R EVWIokESE (42 INFANTRY DIVISION (1940)]

MORE, Charles

MURLAND, Jerry
MURLAND, Jerry
NEAVE, Airey (1972)

REYNAUD Paul
ROSSITER, Mike

SARKAR, Dilip
SAUNDERS, Tim
SEBAG-MONTEFIORE, Hugh

SPEARS, General Sir Edward
STEWART, Geoffrey

THOMPSON, Julian

Websites:

WW2 Talk Forum

The Road to Dunkirk: The British Expeditionary Force and the Battle of the Ypres —
Comines Canal, 1940 (Barnsley, Pen & Sword Military, 2013)

[ISBN 978-1-84832-733-7]

Battle for the Escaut 1940 — the France and Flanders Campaign (Barnsley, Pen &
Sword Military, 2016) [ISBN 978 147385 261 7]

Frankforce and the Defence of Arras 1940 (Barnsley, Pen & Sword Military, 2017)
[ISBN 978 147385 269 3]

Flames of Calais — A Soldiers Battle (London, Leo COOPER, 2003)

[ISBN 0 85052 997 2]

In the Thick of the Fight 1930 — 1945 (London, Cassel and Company, 1955)

| fought at Dunkirk (London, Transworld Publishing, 2012)

[ISBN 978 0 59306 593 8]

Guards VC, Blitzkreig 1940 (Worcester, Ramrod Publications, 1999)

[ISBN 0 9519832 6 1]

Arras Counter-Attack 1940 (Barnsley, Pen & Sword Military, 2018)

[ISBN 978 1 47388 912 5]

Dunkirk, Fight to the Last Man (London, The Penguin Group, 2006)

[ISBN 978 0 670 91082 3]

Assignment to Catastrophe (London, The Reprint Society, 1956)

Dunkirk and the Fall of France (Barnsley, Pen & Sword Military, 2008)

[ISBN 978 1 84415 803 4]

Dunkirk — Retreat to Victory (London, Pan Macmillian, 2017)

[ISBN 978-1-5098-6004-3]

http://ww?2talk.com/forums/topic/18986-infantry-brigade-anti-tank-companies/

World War Il Armed Forces — Orders of Battle and Organisation
Available on-line: www.niehorster.orbet.com/017 britain/40-05 bef/

Owww.BritishMilitaryHistory.co.uk



http://ww2talk.com/forums/topic/18986-infantry-brigade-anti-tank-companies/
http://www.niehorster.orbet.com/017_britain/40-05_bef/

